Henry Thoby Prinscp, Esq., one of the executors named in the will.
The documents were propounded in a special allegation, which pleaded that the testator was born at or near Sirdhana, in or about 1808 ; that his father was of Asiatic extraction, and for some time a colonel in the service and an ofiicer of the household of the Begum Sombre, a princess who exercised rights of sovereignty over a territory in Hindostan; that his mother was the granddaughter of General Sombre, who had been the husband of the Begum Sombre, or who had cohabited with her as such, but who died in her lifetime; that the deceased was, while an infant, adopted by the Begum Sombre, who brought him up in her own palace, and treated him in all respects as her own sou; that on the completion of his education, which he received partly under the superintendence of a clergyman of the Church of England, lie was admitted by the Begum Sombre to take part in the arrangement of her affairs, and was consulted by her thereon; that, finally, he acquired great power and authority within the territory of the Begum, and continued to exercise the same until her death, which happened in January, 1S3G; that Mrs. Troup was a natural and lawful sister of the deceased; that Madame Solaroli was also a child of his father, but whether the issue of his mother or of some one else, as frequently asserted by the testator, was unknown to Mr. Prinscp; that Mrs. Troup and Madame Solaroli were also adopted by the Begum, who gave each of them valuable presents on their marriages, which took place on the same day; that the Begum, by her will, dated 1831, after bequeathing several legacies, gave the residue of her real and personal estate to the testator, anil requested him to assume the name of Sombre, which lie did; that having wound up and settled the affairs of the Begum in the early part of 1838, the deceased came to England; that before leaving the East Indies lie placed in the hands of trustees 13,000/. to pay the interest to Mrs. Troup for life, and apply ;,lC principal at her death for the benefit of her children, and also 10,000/. Xroup were emiuren wuo were mnouuecu iw juu.
w.v
